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.  Concrete News 

Local Connection with International Links

Concrete News is published 
by ACI-Kuwait Chapter 
for sharing information, 
promoting exchange 
of technical knowledge 
amongst its membership, 
and enhancing the Chapter’s 
position within Kuwait’s 
engineering fraternity.



The purpose of the Chapter is to help in 
furthering the chartered objectives of the 
American Concrete Institute.  The American 
Concrete Institute (ACI), is a nonprofit 
international organization that promotes 
improved technology, technical competence, 
design, and construction aspects related 
to concrete for the benefit of society. ACI-
Kuwait Chapter was established essentially 

n  Functions
 
ACI Kuwait Chapter is approved and authorized 
by the Board of Directors of ACI International to 
provide the means of furthering the chartered 
objectives of the Institute in the State of Kuwait. The 
Chapter is managed by a local Board of Directors 
whose members serve as Chapter Officers. Chapter 
membership is open to individuals and organizations 
with an interest in any aspect of concrete technology. 
The Chapter is operated through its Committees, 
which are comprised up of volunteers from the 
membership. Programs are developed by the 
Committees to help achieve Chapter objectives and to 
meet the needs of its members. The Chapter may hold 
several meetings each year and engage in activities 
that may include: 

Sponsoring educational seminars, short courses or 
technical workshops.
Organising or sponsoring training courses for  
examinations and certification.
Publishing technical information and newsletters.
Conducting awards programs for local concrete  
structures and related distinguished services.
Special social events.

n  Benefits

●● Chapter members can attend seminars, short 
courses and workshops organized at reduced fees.

●● Free use of ACI publications supplied by ACI  
International, and which are kept in the Chapter 
library.

●● A forum for members to interact with colleagues 
and identifying potential sources for cooperation in  
addressing specific technical problems.

 

n  Joining ACI Kuwait Chapter
 
To become a member of ACI Kuwait Chapter, please 
contact the Chapter Office Manager on the numbers 
shown below; or download an Application Form from 
our website. Different categories of membership 
are available. You will receive a copy of the Chapter 
Bylaws upon becoming a member. The functioning of 
ACI Kuwait Chapter is based on mutual interest and 
voluntarily effort. Its success depends upon the active 
participation of its members. 
 

ACI Kuwait Chapter
P.0. Box 12608 Shamiah 71657 Kuwait
TeI: (965) 2449071, 2448975- Ext. 312,  Fax: 2428148,  
E-mail:info@acikuwait.com

n  Committees 

The Chapter’s affairs and activities are executed                                                          
through its Committees, which include: 

●● Technical Committee
●● Membership Committee
●● Publication Committee
●● Social Committee
●● Nomination Committee
●● ACI-KC Students’ Committee

.  ACI Kuwait Chapter
to promote education, standards of 
technical practice, scientific investigation 
and research in concrete technology.  The 
Chapter also aims to channel efforts of its 
members towards a non-profit public service 
in collecting, correlating and disseminating 
information for the improvement of design, 
construction, manufacturing, utilisation 
and maintenance of concrete products and 
structures.
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.  President’s Message

Our new Board of Directors was confirmed 
during the Chapter’s Annual General Meeting 
held on 31th May, 2016.  The new Board 
is committed to the Chapter becoming 
more active by increasing our technical 
and social programmes; by introducing 
interesting seminars and mid-career training 
opportunities; and encouraging more 
membership involvement.

This is our first issue of Concrete News for 
the Year 2016, and it reports on what to date 
has been an eventful year.  The coverage 
includes this year’s Annual General Meeting; 
two informative field visits; a technical seminar; 
activities of our Student’s Committee; and of 
course our annual highlight, the Annual Awards 
Banquet.

This year’s well attended banquet was graced 
by the Minister of Education and Higher 

ACI-KC President, Mr. Bader Al Salman

Education, Mr. Bader Al Essa, who presented 
the Chapter’s prestigious Award of Excellence 
to a deserving project, and the Award of 
Achievement to a well-respected individual 
for lifelong contribution towards advancing 
retailing development in Kuwait.

In November this year, the Chapter will 
host its 4th International Conference and 
Exhibition.  Keynote speakers will share their 
experiences and research work with us; and 
the 4-day event will be supplemented with 
interesting technical and social events.  Further 
information about the conference is included 
in this issue.  Please patronize this important 
event and help us make it a success.

Finally, I wish you all continued good health 
and professional success.
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ACI-Kuwait Chapter’s Board of Directors 
for 2016-2017 was elected and formalized 
during the Annual General Assembly held on 
10th June, 2015.

The Board of Directors comprises eleven 
officials who are elected by the Chapter's 

President  :        Mr. Bader Al-Salman 
Vice President  :        Mr. Aziz Mamuji 
Past President 1  :        Dr. Moetaz El-Hawary 
Past President 2  :        Mr. Mousa Al-Sarraf 
Past President 3  :        Dr. Saud Al-Otaibi 
Director /Treasurer :        Mr. Abdul Wahab Rumani
Director/Secretary :        Mr. Mansoor Rao 
Director   :        Dr. Zafer Sakka
Director   :        Mr. Mohammad Harb
Director   :        Mr. Hassan Kamal
Director   :        Dr. Khaldoun Rahal   
Director   :        Mr. Aziz Mamuji 
Director   :        Mr. Mohammad Harb 

n  Technical Committee

Chairperson:         Dr. Moetaz El-Hawary   

n  Board of Directors 2017-2016

●● Identifying technical topics of interest to Chapter  
Members and arranging seminars, short courses 
and workshops on various topics.

●● Reviewing and submitting to Chapter Members, 
ACI International committee reports on subjects of 
relevance to Kuwait.

●● Reviewing proposed revisions of ACI Standards 
and submitting comments to Chapter’s Board of 
Directors for submission to ACI International.

●● Serving objectives of the Chapter by organizing 
training courses and technical workshops.

●● Promoting local research and testing programs to  
resolve technical issues of importance for durable  
concrete construction in Kuwait

.  Chapter Organisation

general membership, after being nominated 
by the Nomination Committee. The President 
and the Vice-President serve in their 
positions for one year.  Directors are elected 
every year to serve three-year terms. The 
members of the Board of Directors for the 
year 2016-2017 are :

n  Technical Committees 

The Chapter’s affairs and activities are executed                                                          
through its Committees, which include: 

●● Technical Committee
●● Membership Committee
●● Publication Committee
●● Social Committee
●● Nomination Committee
●● ACI-KC Students’ Committee
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n  Membership Committee

n  Publication Committee

n  Social Committee

n  Nomination Committee

●● Recruiting new individual members and organizations.
●● Issuing and renewing membership identity cards.
●● Publishing and updating Chapter’s membership directory.
●● Facilitating interaction amongst members and 

communicating their concerns to the Board of Directors 
and other Committees.

Chairperson: Mr. Mansoor Rao

●● Publishing periodic newsletters covering the Chapter’s 
activities and providing general information of use to 
Chapter members. 

●● Printing and distributing copies of technical reports to 
Chapter members, as well as to interested individuals 
and concerned organisations.

●● Preparing reports and Chapter news for publication in  
ACI’s Concrete International magazine.

Chairperson: Dr. Saud Al-Otaibi

                            

●● Organizing major annual Chapter events and programs 
for members.

●● Organizing field trips to major construction projects and 
industries.

●● Arranging participation of the Chapter in selected 
national events.

Chairperson:      Eng. Dana Drobiova

●● Nominating individuals who have the interest, leadership 
qualities and willingness to serve the Chapter, for 
selection to the Board of Directors.

●● Submits names, prior to the Chapter’s Annual General 
Assembly, for election by members.

Chairperson:      Mr. Bader Al-Salman

n  Students’ Committee

●● Activities are generally in line with ACI-Kuwait Chapter 
objectives.

●● Encouraging student participation in all activities of  
ACI-Kuwait Chapter

●● Student participation guided and organized by an elected 
Board of Directors, and sub-committees appointed from 
within their membership.

●● Activities include technical and social events and further  
information can be found on www.ACIQ8.com.

Chairperson: Dr. Moetaz El-Hawary
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ACI-Kuwait Chapter’s Awards Banquet 
is a highly anticipated and grand annual 
event during which the Chapter recognizes 
outstanding projects and individuals.  Two 
main honours were bestowed this year, 
namely the Award of Excellence and the 
Award of Achievement.

This year’s Annual Awards Banquet was 
held in the grand Al Hashemi II Ballroom of 

n  Award of Excellence 
 
The Award of Excellence is presented annually to a 
local project of outstanding merit.  The award itself 
is given to the Owners or developers of the project, 
and is accompanied by Certificates of Excellence and 
plaques, which are presented to the general contrac-
tor; the design consultants; the supervision consultant; 
and the main concrete supplier.
 
This year ACI-KC honoured KIA Headquarters as 
an innovatively and iconic landmark incorporating 
advanced structural and engineering systems.  The 
award was presented to the developers of the building, 
Kuwait Investment Authority. His Excellency Dr. Bader Hamad Al-Essa

.  Annual Awards 2015-2016

Radisson Blu Hotel on 17th May 2016.  The 
event was organized under the patronage 
of His Excellency, Minister of Education 
and Minister of Higher Education, Dr. Bader 
Hamad Al-Essa.  The function was well 
attended by a large number of guests, ACI-
KC members and representatives of Kuwait’s 
building and construction industries.
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ACI-KC Past President, Dr. Moetaz El-Hawary

His Excellency Dr. Bader Hamad Al-Essa, ACI-KC Board of Directors and Awards Recipients

n  Award of Achievement

Mr. Aziz Mamuji, ACI-KC Director: Master of Ceremonies 

The Award of Achievement is presented to an indi-
vidual to recognize outstanding contribution to de-
velopment and to the engineering community and in 
the State of Kuwait. The award this year was given to 
Mr. Mohamed Abdulaziz Alshaya for pioneering and 
promoting modern retail development in the State of 
Kuwait and across the Middle East.
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Kuwait Investment Authority Headquarters

ACI-Kuwait Chapter presents the Award of 
Excellence to a project in recognition of , 
amongst other aspects, outstanding design 
using concrete, innovative architectural 
and structural design landmarks, and high 
standards of construction.

.  Award of Excellence 2015-2016

ACI-Kuwait Chapter presents the Award of Excellence 
to a project in recognition of, amongst other aspects, 
outstanding work in concrete construction practices, 
innovative architectural and design, iconic landmarks 
and structures, high standards of construction and 
public appreciation of a project.

The Award of Excellence for 2015 was presented 
to Kuwait Investment Authority for their new KIA 
Headquarters, which was honoured for being an 
innovatively designed and iconic architectural 

landmark development incorporating advanced  
structural systems.

n  KIA Vision and Mission

Kuwait Investment Authority was established in 
early 1953 to manage funds of the Government of 
Kuwait.  It is the world's oldest sovereign wealth 
fund and manages Kuwait's General Reserve Fund; 
Kuwait Future Generations Fund and various other 
assets committed to it by the Ministry of Finance.  
KIA wanted their new headquarters to epitomise it's 
strength, stability and dynamism that characterises the 
effectiveness with which it has performed over the past 
65 years.  As such, their new building had to reflect the 
Authority's image as a modern-forward looking and 
efficient organisation. The building had to be flexible, 
environmentally sustainable and serviceable, with a 
pleasant and safe working environment.
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Kuwait Investment Authority Headquarters Kuwait Investment Authority Headquarters

n  Design Inspiration

Following an international design competition,  
KEO International Consultants were commissioned to 
undertake the design, engineering and construction 
supervision services.
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Kuwait Investment Authority Headquarters

n  Construction and Technical Features

Construction of the building commenced in March, 
2013.  Structural work was completed in June 2015, 
and final completion is scheduled for June, 2016.

The dynamic facade of the tower changes depending 
on the orientation and level; and to achieve the open 
space effects on the  elevations, vierendeel framing 
with 16.0m spans was used.  The iconic dhow shape, 
at the west end of the podium, was structurally formed 

●●●● Site Area:  11,000 m2

●●●●  Building Area:  140,000 m2 

●●●● Floors:   Tower of 47 storeys 
    45 office floors 
    2 mechanical floors 
    48 m x 48 m tower 
perimeter

●●●● Basements:  4 levels 
 
Features:

●●●● Parking for 600 cars
●●●● 5 Office Courtyard Atria
●●●● Multifunction Conference Hall (600 persons)
●●●● Exhibition Hall
●●●● Public Amenities and Retail Outlets
●●●● Landscaping

n  Development Scope
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by introducing four cantilever shear walls spanning 20-
-27m, as well as deep beams.  The foundation system 
comprises large diameter reinforced concrete piles, 
varying in depth between 28-40m.

Gravity loads on the tower are carried by four internal 
columns, as well as the peripheral tubular structure.  
The internal atria in the tower are at different levels; 
and wind tunnel testing was carried out to optimise its 
structural design.

Kuwait Investment Authority Headquarters
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n   Awardees

Mr. Talal Youssef Andraos, Projects Manager of  
First United General Trading and Contracting Company, 

receiving the Award

Dr. Abdul Aziz Sultan, President of KEO International Consultants, 
receiving the Award

Mr. Haitham Al Rifai, CEO of Insha'a Holding and General Manager 
of Bubiyan Ready-Mix Kuwaits, receiving the Award 

Mr. Abdul Kareem Al Saeed, Director oF Administrative, Financial and Personnel Affairs Dept, receiving the Award on behalf of 
Kuwait Investment Authority

n    General Contractor:
        First United General Trading and Contracting 
        Company

n    Design and Supervision Consultant:
        KEO International Consultants

n    Main Concrete Supplier:
        Bubiyan Ready-Mix

n    Award of Excellence:
        Developer: Kuwait Investment Authority
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Mr. Mohammad Al Shaya has served Kuwait and its 
society well.  He has done that as a visionary and 
pioneer; as an eminent entrepreneur; through his 
imaginative retail sense; by being an internationally 
respected contributor to the global retail industry; as 
a national and international development advisor; and 
through his selfless public service and philanthrophy.  
It is no accident that he is universally recognised as 
the undisputed “King of Retail”, an accolade bestowed 
on him by the reputed business magazine, Arabian 
Business.

The 2015 Award of Achievement was 
presented to Mr. Mohammad Abdulaziz 
Alshaya for his lifetime involvement in 
pioneering and promoting retail development 
in the State of Kuwait and across the Middle 
East.

.  Award of Achievement

Ms. Shuaa Al-Qati Communication Director or Mabanee Company, receiving the Award of Achievement on behalf of 
Mr. Mohammad Al Shaya, from His Excellency Dr. Bader Hamad Al-Essa

Mr. Mohammad Al Shaya

The Avenues, Kuwait
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Mr. Mohammad Al Shaya

n   Family

Mr. Alshaya hails from one of the oldest and most 
prominent business families in Kuwait.  He is part of 
the third generation of Alshaya family, and grandson of 
Mr. Mohammed Hamoud Alshaya who, with his brother 
founded their family trading business in 1890, when 
they started by trading with British India.

n   Education

Mr. Alshaya completed his schooling in Kuwait’s 
Keifan High School.  His first university degree 
was from Kuwait University, where he obtained a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Marketing.  He read for his 
Masters of Business Administration degree from the 
highly respected Wharton School of Business at the 
University of Pennsylvania.  He is now a member of 
the Wharton Board of Overseers, which serves as an 
important bridge between the School and the broader 
Wharton and business community.

Mr. Alshaya’s first foray into retail was as a young man 
soon after graduation.  He started his retail journey with 
‘Mothercare’ in the late 1970’s; and in 1983 the Alshaya 
group ventured into its retail franchise by opening its 
first Mothercare store in Kuwait.

n   M.H. Al Shaya

Mr. Mohammed Alshaya is currently the Executive 
Chairman of Kuwait based M.H. Alshaya Company, 
and Chairman of Mabanee Company, a listed real 

estate and retail company.  He is also Chairman of 
Shomoul Real Estate which develops retail properties 
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The Alshaya Company partners with over 70 of the 
most recognised global retail brands.  These include 
amongst many others: Startbucks; Victoria’s Secret; 
Harvey Nichols; American Eagle Outfitters; Tex; H&M; 
Shake Shack; Kidzania; West Elm; and Pottery Barn.  
The company operates over 3000 stores; and employs 
46000 people across the Middle East, North Africa, 
Russia, Turkey and Europe.

n   The Avenues

It was his vision that revolutionized retailing in Kuwait.  
Mabanee Company developed The Avenues, which is 
a manifestation of Mr. Alshaya’s ambitious vision and 
aspiration.  He wanted to create a complete city, and 
to make it a uniquely designed and iconic multi-facility 
destination which would combine shopping, dining, 

The Avenues, Kuwait
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relaxation, entertainment, and opportunities for 
quality family time.  The dream was to integrate 
everything into one convenient mega development 
that would receive world-wide recognition and 
help in enhancing Kuwait’s reputation as a major 
shopping hub.  The project was The Avenues 
which is located in Al Rai.  And who does not know 
the Avenues?  The story of growth continues with 
many new mega developments being planned 
and implemented in the Middle East, Asia and 
Europe. Two imminent projects are The Avenues 
Riyadh in Saudi Arabia, and The Avenues Bahrain 
in Manama.

n   Regnization and Awards

As would be expected, Mr. Alshaya’s life is not 
all business.  He is an internationally respected 
personality; and is an active member of civil 
society in Kuwait and globally.  He is a Member 
of Kuwait’s Supreme Council of Planning and 
Development; Member of Kuwait’s Council of 

The Avenues Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

The Avenues, Bahrain

The Avenues, Kuwait
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Education; and Member of Kuwait University Council.  
He serves on the Direct Foreign Investment Council 
of Turkey; The Board of Trustees of Arab Thought 
Foundation; and the Leadership Council at Harvard 
Kennedy School.  He is also actively involved in the 
International Leadership Board of Cleveland Clinic, 
and is a Member of the international Business Advisory 
Council of London.

It is inevitable that Mr. Alshaya’s career would be 
embellished by recognition and awards.  He was voted 
“Retail CEO of the Year 2010” by CEO Middle East 
Magazine; and “Business Man of the Year 2011 and 
2012”, by Arabian Business Awards.  He received the 
“Kuwait Says Thank You” award in June 2015, when 
he was recognised as a leading innovative executive.  
And in December 2013, the Queen of England 
bestowed on him a CBE, whereby he was made an 
Honorary Commander of the Most Excellent Order 
of the British Empire for his services in developing 
British and Arab business.  In 2015     Mr. Mohammed 
Alshaya was inducted into the “World Retail Hall of 
Fame” by the World Retail Council.

n   Public Service

He is particularly interested in developing skills of 
young Arabs through fostering entrepreneurs and 
providing training opportunities.  In 2012, under his 
leadership, the Alshaya Retail Academy was set-up 
in Riyadh.  The Academy has since expanded to 
other cities in Saudi Arabia and empowers thousands 
through training opportunities.

ACI-Kuwait Chapter is indeed proud to honour this 
deserving candidate for his lifetime involvement 
in pioneering and promoting retail development in 
the State of Kuwait and across the Middle East; for 
inspiring the creation of imaginative retail architecture; 
and for his public service and international recognition 
as a respected businessman and retailing visionary.

The Avenues Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

The Avenues, Bahrain

The Avenues, Kuwait

n   Awards 

n    Retail CEO of the Year  2010 
        CEO Middle East Magazine  

n    Businessman of the Year  2011/2012
        Arabian Business Awards  

n    CBE    2013
        Honorary Commander of the Mos 
        Excellent Order of the British Empire 

n    “Kuwait Says Thank You”  2015 
        Leading Innovative Executive

n    World Retail Hall of Fame  2015 
        The World Retail Congress

 

Mr. Mohammad Al Shaya
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. ACI-KC Students' Committee 

The ACI-KC Students were active as 
usual during the past period. Some of the 
Committee's activities are highlited below.

The Board of Directors of ACI, KCS Students 
Committee currently comprises Dana Alakari, Shamlan 
Alfarah, Jouri Alumneer, Fatma Alzufairi and Noura 
Alenezi. 

Under the umbrella of the ACI-Kuwait Chapter and 
the Chairperson of its Students Committee, the 
ACI Scientific Club in Kuwait University’s College of 
Engineering resumed their activities. The activities 
were supervised by Dr. Moetaz El-Hawary and faculty 
staff.

 Professor Ismael Essen receiving his farewell trophy
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. Technical Seminar 

ACI-Kuwait Chapter organized a Technical 
Seminar entitled “Effects of Moist Eurino on 
Core Strength and Flexural Strength of Slabs 
cast under hot weather conditions”.

The Seminar was held on 17th February, 2016 at the 
offices of Gulf Consult, and was conducted by Prof. 
Khaldoun Rahal.

 Professor Ismael Essen receiving his farewell trophy

n  Activities

The activities carried out by the enthusiastic students 
included:

●● Providing support to students preparing their 
graduation projects.

●● Arranging a field visit to the Directorate for General 
Civil Aviation.

●● Organising a workshop on Prezi Program, which 
was conducted by Eng. Bashayer Altraif.

●● Workshop on Report Writing, conducted by Eng. 
Bashayer Altraif.

●● Conducting an Artistic Drawing Competition for 
students.

●● Hosting a farewell gathering and a trophy 
presentation for Professor Ismael Essen, who 
retired after 40 years of service in the Civil 
Engineering Department.

●● Sending Eid greetings.



20

BASF, a global leader in sustainable chemicals, 
believes that structural foundations - and the raw 
materials they are made up of - greatly affect both 
the lifecycle as well as sustainability of any building. 
The company provides construction chemicals both 
globally and in the Middle East region, enhancing 
urban building standards by providing durability, 
structural integrity, and extending the life of the 
building through mitigating damage and wear-and-
tear. 

n   Admixture

A central component of quality construction 
processes, admixtures are essential to the foundation 
of modern buildings. BASF has been a recognized 
leader in this market for almost a century. Over 
time, the company has innovated its portfolio in 
keeping with evolving benchmarks of infrastructure 
and environmental regulations. For instance, the 
ACI Building Code (ACI 318) outlines various 
design requirements in products that aim to control 
corrosion effectively. This includes limiting the water-
cementitious material ratio, providing adequate 

concrete to cover over reinforcing steel, and limiting 
the initial chloride ion content of the concrete. To 
meet these stringent conditions for dense and void-
free concrete, BASF introduced its MasterLife CI 
222 product - an admixture with advanced, patented 
corrosion-inhibiting properties – to benefit large-scale 
construction projects in the GCC region. 

Formerly known as Rheocrete 222+, MasterLife CI 222 
(renamed for uniformity under BASF’s Master Builders 
Solutions portfolio) is a state-of-the-art organic 
migratory corrosion inhibiting admixture that has been 
formulated for steel reinforcements in concrete. It 
provides two levels of corrosion defense – inhibiting 
and waterproofing for maximum protection.  

MasterLife CI 222 extends the service life of reinforced 
concrete by reducing the rate at which chlorides and 
moisture enter concrete even while increasing sulfate 
resistance. Combined with a hydrophobic pore-
blocking waterproofing mechanism, the inhibiting 
action is at once anodic, reducing the dissolution of 
iron, and cathodic, acting as a barrier to oxygen. It 
lines the pores of the concrete matrix to drastically 
slow down the corrosion process in various types of 
concrete - including precast/prestressed and post-
tensioned applications.  

n   Application

MasterLife CI 222 can be used in various temperatures 
and it protects reinforcement from corrosion even in 
cracked concrete. This easy-to-apply solution does 
not affect initial slump or workability retention on fresh 
concrete, nor does it impact setting time. The product 
follows ASTM G109 and ASTM C494 specification 
standards, and additionally meets health, safety and 
environment (HSE) requirements strictly enforced 
across the range of BASF products and services. 

Mohamed Roshdy – Country Manager Admixture 
Systems Kuwait, BASF Construction Chemicals, said: 
“Today, we see building and HSE regulations in the 

BASF’s innovative admixture solution 
provides longevity and strength to concrete 
structures in the GCC region

 David Dowerman
 Regional Business Segment Manager
 Admixture System and Cement Additives
 (BASF Construction Chemicals) 

.  Technical Article : Admixture Solution

BASF for ACI Kuwait Chapter Concrete News
21 April 2016

BASF R&D Experts Concrete Pouring
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region becoming more stringent and mature. Given 
this focus, we must provide quality solutions without 
compromising on customers’ aesthetic demands. 
At BASF, we also strive to create solutions that are 
financially sustainable - providing more ROI in the 
long-run by reducing the need for upgrades and 
repairs. 

“The best-in-class admixtures, for instance, are a vital 
ingredient for concrete producers – and by extension 
for architects, developers and builders. Admixtures 
offer reliability, durability, improved resistance against 
chemical attacks and corrosion, and can maintain the 
performance of concrete in harsh weather conditions.  
The MasterLife CI 222 is one of the most effective 
admixtures in the market, as it inhibits corrosion at its 
most critical points.” 

BASF has applied this solution to various structures 
including parking garages, bridge decks, marine 
structures, slabs and floors. In the UAE, BASF 
implemented the MasterLife CI 222 in Abu Dhabi’s Al 
Mafraq Hospital. At the hospital, the customer required 
a solution that would protect the structure from ground 
water and chlorides. BASF addressed this need 
through administering 380,000 liters of the product in 
the construction phase. The admixture’s combined 
waterproofing and organic corrosion-inhibiting 
properties helped consolidate the hospital structure 

while factoring in long-term environmental safety and 
sustainability.  

BASF’s other popular admixtures include super-
plasticizer MasterGlenium® SKY that was used in 
Burj Khalifa. Its properties enabled the concrete 
to be pumped to a record height of more than 600 
meters without segregating. Ensuring low pressure 
during the pumping process, it also eliminated the 
need for vibration and reduced heat curing - thereby 
saving energy over a period of time. Currently 
under construction in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, The 
Kingdom Tower is also leveraging this high-value 
superplasticizing product. 

n   Expertise

Under its Master Builders Solutions brand umbrella, 
BASF brings together its century-long expertise in 
chemistry through its innovations for new construction, 
maintenance, repair and renovation of structures. 
Besides concrete admixtures, the company’s product 
portfolio encompasses solutions for underground 
construction, cement additives, waterproofing 
solutions, sealants, repair and protection solutions, 
performance grouts and flooring and tiling solutions. 
Further information about BASF’s innovative 
admixtures can be obtained from www.basf-cc.ae.

Concrete Pouring
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Sheikh Jaber Causeway Project Sheikh Jaber Causeway Project 

Members of ACI-KC visited Sheikh Jaber Causeway 
Project on 23rd April, 2016.

The visit was organized by the Chapter’s Social 
Committee, and commenced with a welcome note by 
the Resident Engineer, Dr. Araby El Shenawy.  This was 
followed by a presentation at the Visitor Centre, and 
included a video animation of the project.  Members 
were thereafter taken by bus on a tour of the project’s 
inshore construction sites; and by boat to locations 
where offshore locations where work is in progress.

●● Link between Kuwait City and Subaiyah Area, 
across Kuwait Bay.

●● Approximate cost : KD 740 million
●● Expected completion date : November, 2018
●● Causeway Length : 34 km 

.  Social Activities

n    Site Visit: Jaber Causeway 

n   Project Facts:
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Sheikh Jaber Causeway Project Sheikh Jaber Causeway Project 

Sheikh Jaber Causeway Site Visit 

Jaber Al Ahmed Al Sabah Causeway, when completed, 
will be one of the largest and most prestigious 
transport infrastructure endeavours in Kuwait and the 
region.  It will reduce the distance between Kuwait City 
and Subiyah area from 104 km to 36 km, thus reducing 
journey time from 70 minutes to less than 20 minutes.

Among the many prominent features of the new 
causeway are the Project’s Visitor Center and the 
Administration and Management Building which will 
be located on Shuwaikh side mainland.  There are 
also two artificial islands, each of 30 hectares, which 
will house various support facilities and a marina, and 
help in breaking the monotony of a long and uniform 
bridge.  The causeway’s iconic feature is its main 
cable-stayed signature bridge, which with its exquisite 
arch pylon will rise as a landmark in the middle of this 
vital navigation route.

The causeway project is also a significant example of 
sustainable development.  Numerous environmental 
studies were conducted by experts - environmental 
baseline studies; risk assessment; impact assessment 
- and the project has received approval from Kuwait 
Environmental Public Authority.
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n    Site Visit

ACI-Kuwait Chapter’s Social Committee organized a 
site visit to the premises of the College of Science, 
which is currently under construction at Kuwait 
University’s new Sabah Al Salem University City 
premises in Shadadiya.  The visit took place on 17th 
January, 2016.

A large group of members visited the site.  The tour 
began with a brief presentation by the Resident 
Engineer, Mr. Fausto Martinez, who explained the 
salient features of the design of the college buildings 
as well as the complexities of its structure.  The 
buildings have been designed to LEED silver standard, 
and Mr. Martinez highlighted the special features that 
have been incorporated in the project.

College of Science will be the largest of the new 
colleges in the new campus that is currently under 
construction in Shadadiyah.  The complex comprises 

College of Science
Kuwait University, Sabah Al Salem University City

●● Site Area		  :        82,863 m²
●● Building Area	 :        341,000 m²
●● Basement Area	 :        10,459 m²
●● Floors		  :        Ground + 5 floors
●● Parking		  :        738 cars for faculty

n   Project Facts:

College of Science - Kuwait University, Sabah Al Salem University CityCollege of Science - Kuwait University, Sabah Al Salem University City
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two separate colleges, one for men and the other for 
female students.  The project also includes a large 
Faculty Club which is located in the grand landscaped 
Oasis that separates the two colleges, and to which it 
is linked with bridges at the first floor level.

The College has been designed for a total of 6350 
students and 1330 academic and support staff.  It will 
house seven major academic departments: Biological 
Sciences; Chemistry; Earth and Environmental 
Sciences; Language Unit; Mathematics and Computer 
Sciences; Physics and Statistics and Operations 
Research.

●● Site Area		  :        82,863 m²
●● Building Area	 :        341,000 m²
●● Basement Area	 :        10,459 m²
●● Floors		  :        Ground + 5 floors
●● Parking		  :        738 cars for faculty

College of Science - Kuwait University, Sabah Al Salem University CityCollege of Science - Kuwait University, Sabah Al Salem University City
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n  ACI-KC 4th International Conference 
     and Exhibition

Dissmination and exchange of knowledge and 
information are the main goals and objective of 
the American Concrete Institute - Kuwait Chapter, 
as information and knowhow are the backbone of 
technology development and industry improvement.

ACI-KC announces its 4th international coference and 
exhibition that will be held in Kuwait Over the period 
8-10 November, 2016 of renowned keynote speakers 
will be invited to share their experience with us. 
The conference will be also accompanied by other 
technical and social event that will be announced in 
due course.

Wednesday, 27 July, 2016 was indeed a very sad day. 
Mr. Mijbil Suleiman Almutawa, Vice Chairman and CEO 
of the Scientific Center, passed away due to a sudden 
heart attack. He was 62 years old. He was a wonderful 
man who was universally liked by everyone who had 
ever met or worked with him. Kind, polite, caring, 
dedicated and hardworking - a thorough gentleman 
indeed.

Mr. Almutawa was greatly admired for his tremendous 
contribution towards the promotion of scientific 
knowledge in Kuwait, particularly for children and 
young adults. He was the true inspiration behind the 
establishment of The Scientific Center of Kuwait, 
and in enhancing its reputation as a premier science 
center in the region. Under his guidance, it become 
the only Science Center in the world that covered 
its operating costs from its own revenue. And at the 
time of his unexpected demise, he was in the midst 
of spearheading a major expansion of The Scientific 
Center. He was a highly respected member of the 
international science center community; and an 
active participant in many international organisations 
dedicated to the growth of interactive scientific 
education.

n  In Memoriam……

.  ACI-KC News 

November 8 - 10, 2016

Mr. Mijbil Almutawa

Mr. Almutawa was also an advisor to the General 
Secretriat of Kuwait Awqaf Foundation, and a 
member of its Executive Committee responsible for 
implementing the prestigious Seera Complex project – 
a museum dedicated to the Life and Times of Prophet 
Mohamed (PBUH).

Mr. Mijbil Al Mutawa will certainly be missed. ACI-
Kuwait Chapter wishes to again extend sincere 
condolences and sympathy to his family; and to his 
many friends and colleagues who greatly admired him. 
May Allah rest his soul in eternal peace.
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n  Press Coverage

The Annual Awards function held in May, 2015 was 
an unqualified success and received considerable 
coverage in local newspapers.  Excerpts from various 
newspapers are reproduced here.

LOCAL 3

ARAB TIMES, MONDAY, MAY 23, 2016

Authority keen on
recruiting qualified
expatriates workers
KUWAIT CITY, May 22: Act-
ing Director of Public Authority 
for Manpower Ahmad Al-Musa 
disclosed that approximately 1.6 
million expatriates from different 
nationalities are currently work-
ing in private sector, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

He explained the figure con-
stitutes 1,450,000 male and 
140,000 female. He denied that 
Public Authority for Manpower 
intends to reduce the number 
of expatriates in the country, 
noting the sector is keen on 
recruiting qualified and experi-
enced workers according to the 
market need.

Meanwhile Al-Musa pointed 
to a decision preventing the 
recruitment of workers who 
are 60 years old and above un-
less the profession is rare and 
requires many years of experi-
ence. He noted 314,000 work 
permits were issued in 2015, 
in addition to 41,000 final can-
cellations for departure, while 
241,000 work permits were 
transferred within private sec-
tor during the period.

He stressed the new executive 
decree for evaluating the market 
will be activated soon. 

CTC approves contracts for KOC to provide travel services to staff

MEW notifies 20 governmental authorities to utilize their buildings
KUWAIT CITY, May 22:  The Ministry 
of Electricity and Water (MEW) has noti-
fied 20 governmental authorities about its 
intention to utilize their buildings, which 
are located in various governorates, for 
the implementation of the general plan to 
use renewal energy in the production of 
electricity, reports Al-Qabas daily quoting 
sources.

Sources disclosed a subcommittee 

under the Commission on Renewable 
Energy Sources, headed by Minister of 
Electricity and Water Ahmad Al-Jasar, 
has taken the initiative to contact different 
governmental authorities; some of which 
have initially agreed to participate in the 
execution of the plan.

Sources explained the ministry will use 
the roofs of the chosen buildings for the 
installation of solar cells and panels to 

generate electricity, in a bid to achieve the 
target of 15 percent electricity production 
through renewal energy by the beginning 
of 2030.

In another development, sources said 
the ministry has started taking the neces-
sary procedures for the construction of 
six new storage houses in Subhan at an 
estimated total cost of more than KD 12 
million.  Sources confirmed the contractor 

is currently doing the digging process to 
pave way for the construction of the stor-
age houses soon.

Meanwhile, the Central Tenders Commit-
tee (CTC) has approved two contracts for 
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) for providing 
travel services to its employees and the reno-
vation and maintenance works in Ahmadi 
Hospital at a total cost of KD 25 million, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily quoting sources.

Sources revealed one of the contracts 
states renewal of the previous agreement 
signed with Kuwait Airways Corpora-
tion (KAC) to provide travel services for 
KOC employees at a cost of KD 12 mil-
lion within three years.  Sources said the 
contract stipulates various services such 
as booking return tickets for the executive 
officials, workers and those granted train-
ing scholarships. 

Sources added the other contract is for 
the Public Services Company to carry 
out maintenance and renovation works 
in Ahmadi Hospital at a cost of KD 13.2 
million.  Sources went on to say the con-
tract covers the replacement of dilapidat-
ed equipment, x-ray machines and other 
medical examination gadgets; in addition 
to the renovation and maintenance works 
in some parts of the hospital. 

KUNA photo
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim with IPU President Saber Chowdhury.

KUNA photo
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah met on Sunday with US Ambassador to Kuwait Douglas Silliman, discussing with 
him issues of mutual interest. During the meeting, Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled stressed the strong relations linking Kuwait and the US, a statement by the General 
Department of Relations and Security Media said. On his part, US Ambassador Silliman 

expressed appreciation for Kuwait’s role in supporting peace and security in the region.

Bureaucracy linked to hike in prices of fish
KUWAIT CITY, May 22: The bureaucratic 
routine associated with basic procedures for 
obtaining authorization to import fish into 
the country has led to hike in prices of fish 
and low supply in the markets, especially 
due to delay in arrival of consignments and 
trucks returning to the source of import, re-
ports Al-Rai daily.

Officials from the companies that im-
port fish urges the Fish Resources Depart-
ment to break routine associated with the 
issuance of permits for importing fish, by 
reducing the duration from six months 
to three months. They also pleaded with 

government to increase the validity pe-
riod of permits to three months instead of 
one month. 

A source noted bureaucracy the import-
ers face before they are able to obtain per-
mits causes series of problems, including 
the cancellation of trucks that do not have 
permits to transport fish. 

He also said importers are required to 
secure permit for each variety of fish; 
shrimps, tilapia, qubqub, salmon and oth-
ers. They also obtain different permits 
for types of fish imported from different 
countries.

Al-Ghanim receives IPU chief

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanim received visiting President of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Saber 
Chowdhury.

The meeting tackled means of promoting 

parliamentary ties and shed light on the lat-
est regional and international development.

The meeting was attended by MPs Faisal 
Al-Shaye, Dr Khalil Abul, Madi Al-Hajri and 
Kamil Al-Awadi. (KUNA)

Kuwait Today

Prayer Timings
Fajr ...............................................03:21
Sunrise .........................................04:52
Dohr ..............................................11:45
Asr ................................................15:20
Maghreb .......................................18:37
Isha ...............................................20:06

Weather
Expected weather for the next 24 hours:
By Night: Fair with light to moderate north 

westerly wind, with speed of 12-35 km/h.
By Day: Hot with light to moderate fresh-

ening gradually at times north westerly wind, 
with speed of 15-45 km/h with a chance for 
blowing dust over open areas.
Station Max  Min
 Exp Rec
Kuwait City 39 28
Kuwait Airport  40 23
Abdaly 39 23
Bubyan 40 25
Jahra 40 26
Failaka Island 39 25
Salmiyah 36 28
Ahmadi  37 29
Jalaliyah 39 24
Qaroh Island 32 28
Umm Al-Maradem 34 28

4 days forecast – Weather
Monday, May 23

Expected weather ........................................Hot
Max Temp .................................................. 42C
Min Temp ................................................... 26C
Wind Direction ..................................NW-VRB
Wind Speed .................................... 08-30 km/h

Tuesday, May 24
Expected weather ...................Hot + rising dust
Max Temp .................................................. 44C
Min Temp ................................................... 28C
Wind Direction ........................................S-NW
Wind Speed .................................... 20-45 km/h

Wednesday, May 25
Expected weather Temperature will decrease + 
chance for dust
Max Temp .................................................. 38C
Min Temp ................................................... 25C
Wind Direction ........................................... NW
Wind Speed .................................... 20-45 km/h

Thursday, May 26
Expected weather ....................... Relatively hot
Max Temp .................................................. 39C
Min Temp ................................................... 25C
Wind Direction ........................................... NW
Wind Speed .................................... 15-40 km/h

Marine Forecast
Station Max Min Sea Today’s
 Exp Rec Surf Waves
 Ht    Direction
South Dolphin 34 27 28 6 ft SE
Umm Mudayrah 32 28 - 6 ft SE
Beacon M28 - - - 6 ft SE
Beacon N6 37 26 - 6 ft SE
Qaruh Island 32 28 26 6 ft SE

Umm Al-Maradim 34 28 - 6 ft SE
Sea Island Buo - - - - -
Salmiyah 36 28 - 6 ft SE

4 days forecast - Marine
Monday, May 23

Expected weather ........................................Hot
Sea state .............................. Slight to moderate
Wave height ............................................. 1-3 ft
Max Temp .................................................. 42C
Min Temp ................................................... 26C
Wind Direction ..................................NW-VRB
Wind Speed .................................... 08-30 km/h

Tuesday, May 24
Expected weather ...................Hot + rising dust
Sea state .............................. Moderate to rough
Wave height ............................................. 3-6 ft
Max Temp .................................................. 44C
Min Temp ................................................... 28C
Wind Direction ........................................S-NW
Wind Speed .................................... 20-45 km/h

Wednesday, May 25
Expected weather Temperature will decrease + 
chance for dust
Sea state .............................. Moderate to rough
Wave height ............................................. 3-6 ft
Max Temp .................................................. 38C
Min Temp ................................................... 25C
Wind Direction ........................................... NW
Wind Speed .................................... 20-45 km/h

Thursday, May 26
Expected weather ....................... Relatively hot
Sea state .............................. Slight to moderate
Wave height ............................................. 2-5 ft
Max Temp .................................................. 39C

Min Temp ................................................... 25C
Wind Direction ........................................... NW
Wind Speed .................................... 15-40 km/h

Tide times at Shuwaikh 
Port

1st high tide: .............................................11:45
2nd high tide: ...........................................01:30
1st low tide: ..............................................19:00
2nd low tide: ............................................06:45
Sunrise: ....................................................04:52
Sunset: ......................................................18:37

Recorded yesterday at 
Kuwait Airport

Max temp ................................................... 39C
Min temp .................................................... 27C
Max Rh.......................................................23%
Min Rh .......................................................08%
Max Wind ........................................N 60 km/h
Total Rainfall in 24 hrs ..........................00 mm

Recorded yesterday at 
South Dolphin

Min/Max/ Air Temp .............................. 27/34C
Min/Max Rel Hum ................................20/50%
Wind Direction/Wind Speed ............N/58 km/h
Prev Wave Dir/Max Wave Ht ..................N/4 ft
Min/Max Sea Surface Temp ................ 28/28 C
Sea Current .......................................Upwelling
— Directorate General of Civil Aviation, Me-
teorological Dept.

Aisha Abdulkareem Abdullah Al-Azaz, 73 years old, Widow of Ali 
Mansour Al-Huzail, buried. Condolences: (Men) Al-Salaam, Block 
3, St 319, house 18, (Women) Hetein, Block 4, St. 422, House 7, Tel. 
69991994/99904346. Mohammad Hajaj Mubarak Dahoum Al-Azmi, 88 
years old, buried. Condolences: Sabah Al-Salem, Block 12, First street, 
House 15, Tel. 98069997/99999822. Anhar Hassan Atiya, 73 years 
old, Widow of, Mohammad Ahmad Al-jalahmah, buried. Condolences: 
(Men) Hettein, Block 4, St. 421, House 6, (Women) Hettein, Block 4, St. 
413, House 8, Tel. 55981940/99589552. Noura Abdulkareem Rashed 
Al-Dhaher, 73 years old, Widow of Abdullah Sultan Al-Kandari, Buried. 
Condolences: (Men) Al-Shaab Diwan Al-kanaderah, (Women) Al-Qosour, 
Block 7, St. 32, House 5, Tel. 90949012/55198871. Daiha sari Moham-
mad Al-Khera Al-mutairi, 76 years old, Widow of Abdullah Mashe’e 
Muhsen Al-Kheira Al-Mutairi, Buried. Condolences: Reqa, Block 6, St. 
6, House 48, Tel. 51514511/99991703. Safar Me’ejeb Saad Al-Ajmi, 63 
years old, buried. Condolences: (Men) Abo Heleifa, Block 2, Abdulmuh-
sen Al-De’eij St. House 3, Opposite to the Citizen Service, (Women) Abo 
Heleifa, Block 2, Kaad Ben Zuhair St. house 12, Tel. 65888500. Taiba 
Mohammad Al-Meir, 90 years old, Widow of Yusuf Ali Mohammad Al-
Ali, to be buried Monday at 9 am. Condolences: (Men) Al-Shamiya, Block 
9, St. 91, House 1, Diwan Al-Rowaih, (Women) Zahraa, Block 2, St.227, 
House 7, Tel. 99578091/99618545. Abdullah Yusuf Saleh Al-Naham, 
54 years old, To be buried Monday at 9 am. Condolences: (Men) South of 
Surra, Zahraa, Block 6, St. 606, House 50, (Women) Al-Adan, Block 2, St. 
16, House 2, Tel. 99006980/67007017.

deaths

May 22, 2016

Panel rejects government’s offer to
amend the Experts Law No. 40/1980

Request to lift immunity of MP Al-Shimiri rejected

By Abubakar A. Ibrahim
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 
22: The parliamentary 
Legislative and Legal 
Affairs Committee on 
Sunday rejected the 
government’s proposal 
to amend the Experts 
Law No. 40/1980. 

Committee Rapporteur MP 
Ahmed Al-Qudaibi clarified 
that the version of the law, 
which was approved in the 
first reading, shall remain as it 
is since the panel has rejected 
the amendments suggested by 
the government.

He added the committee also 
rejected the request of the Pub-
lic Prosecution to lift the immu-
nity of MP Sultan Al-Shimiri in a 
misdemeanor case.

Moreover, he confirmed the 
committee agreed to amend some 
provisions of Law No. 112/2013 
on the establishment of a public 
authority for Meanwhile, MP 
Hamdan Al-Azmi called for 
the intervention of First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khalid to rescind a decision on 
stopping the issuance of Saudi 
Arabian visas to Bedouns who 
hold Article 17 passports in order 
to allow them to perform Umrah 
and Hajj rites this year.

He said an official source from 
the Saudi Arabian Embassy in 
Kuwait confirmed the suspension 
of issuing Umrah visas for cer-
tain categories of pilgrims whose 
nationality is unidentified. He 
disclosed the source stressed that 
the decision is temporary and 
visa issuance for these categories 
will resume soon.

He explained the decision was 
taken in January and nearly five 
months have passed since then, 
so he pleaded for the interven-
tion of Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid 
considering the holy month of 
Ramadan is fast approaching.

In another development, the 
Priorities Committee has post-
poned deliberations on the evalu-
ation of the performance of gov-
ernment agencies in terms of the 
implementation of the develop-
ment plan as it is still waiting for 
the report of the Supreme Coun-
cil for Planning. 

Rapporteur of the committee 
MP Ahmad Lari said they met 
Minister of Social Affairs and 
Labor and Minister of State for 
Planning and Development Hind 
Al-Sabeeh and Secretary General 
of the Supreme Council for Plan-
ning and Development Dr Kha-
lid Al-Mahdi on Sunday. They 
talked about the development 
plan and evaluation of the per-
formance of various government 
agencies.

He clarified the Council of 
Ministers on Monday will look 
into the report of the Supreme 
Council for Planning on the as-
sessment of the performance of 
various institutions.

Photos from the event

Shape inspired by traditional Arab dhows

Iconic KIA headquarters wins
ACI Kwt Award of Excellence
KUWAIT CITY, May 22: The Ku-
wait Investment Authority (KIA) 
Headquarters, one of Kuwait’s most 
iconic architectural statements, has 
been awarded the American Concrete 
Institute (ACI) — Kuwait Chap-
ter, Award of Excellence. The ACI 
Awards program provides a platform 
to recognize projects at the forefront 
of innovation and technology, and 
showcases these projects to inspire 
excellence in concrete design and 
construction around the world.

The ACI Kuwait Chapter awards 
ceremony was held under the pa-
tronage of His Excellency the Min-
ister of Education and Minister of 
Higher Education, Dr Bader Al-
Essa, and took place on May 17, at 
the Abdul Hussain Marafie Grand 
Ballroom at the Radisson Blu Hotel. 
The coveted awards were presented 
to the entire project team – KIA (cli-

ent), KEO International Consultants 
(design and supervision), First Unit-
ed General Trading & Contracting 
(main contractor) and finally to the 
concrete suppliers, Bubiyan Ready 
Mix Co W.L.L.

The Headquarters concept was 
awarded to KEO as part of an inter-
national design competition held in 
2007. Construction on the project be-
gan in 2013 and is due to be complet-
ed by the end of 2016.  Structures for 
the project were significantly com-
pleted in the summer of 2015.

“This building demonstrates the 
result of close collaboration between 
structure and architecture to achieve 
a world class iconic design,” ex-
plains David Ross, Head of Struc-
tural Engineering, KEO Kuwait. The 
architecture and structure for the 
iconic 220-meter tower are closely 
intertwined. The architectural vision 

for the office tower was to achieve 
clear open spaces internally, and to 
have large clear spans over the atrium 
openings on the facades. The result 
was a structure with only 4 internal 
columns arranged on the corners of 
the atria, and Vierendeel trusses span-
ning over the massive façade open-
ings. The shapes of the podium build-
ing were inspired by traditional Arab 
dhows, and were constructed by tak-
ing advantage of the inherent ability 
of reinforced concrete to be sculpted 
to suit the dramatic architectural pro-
files.

KEO has been a leading consultan-
cy in the region for over 50 years. For 
2016, KEO ranks as the largest Archi-
tectural Firm in the Middle East (BD 
World) and also ranks #11 in ENR’s 
annual listing of ‘Non-US firms in In-
ternational Construction Management 
and Program Management’. 
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Arab ‘cooperation’ vital for region
to face critical conditions: Kuwait

Kuwait’s team to AALCO urges further support to Palestinian cause
LONDON, May 21, 
(KUNA): The Arab 
region is going through 
critical and painful 
conditions so coopera-
tion of all Arab is need-
ed to face these condi-
tions, said Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to Britain 
Khaled Al-Duwaisan.

Al-Duwaisan, also Dean of 
Arab and Foreign Diplomatic 
Corps, made the statement on 
Friday to KUNA after spon-
soring an honoring ceremony 
of some 31 Arab diplomats 
who finished a training pro-
gram organized by Arab 
League Secretariat in the 
British capital.

The league plays a vital role in 
coordinating stances of member 
states pertaining to the major 
causes, he said.

He expressed his gratitude to 
the League’s Assistant Secretary 
General for Financial and 
Administrative Affairs Adnan 
AlKhudair for organizing such 
programs outside the league’s 
headquarters.

Meanwhile, Al-Khudair said 
the program which features about 
31 Arab diplomats was successful 
and achieved several goals, main-
ly enhancing communications 
between the league’s mission in 
London and Arab embassies.

The secretariat will organize 
some workshops and seminars 
related to Arab citizens living in 
London and embassies’ employ-
ees of Arab countries in several 
fields, he added.

In the program, participants got 
acquainted with several key issues 
and dossiers such as the history of 
the Arab League and the Arab-
Israeli conflict, he noted.

They studied the role of Arab 
League Council, mechanisms of 
taking resolutions and following 
up implementing them, activities 
of Arab specialized organizations 
and the goals of league’s missions 
and offices overseas, he said.

Conclusion
At the conclusion of the cere-

mony, Al-Khudair granted 
Al-Duwaisan a souvenir. 

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti dele-
gation to the 55th annual meeting 
of the Asian -African Legal 
Consultative Organization 
(AALCO) on Friday urged more 
support to the Palestinian cause.

The five-day AALCO conclud-
ed sessions in New Delhi on 
Friday. Addressing the final ses-
sion, Chairman of the Appeals 
Chamber in Kuwait’s Ministry of 
Justice Counselor Ali Musaed 
Al-Dhabibi called for taking into 
consideration the latest develop-
ments in Palestine.

Al-Dhabibi, who led the 
Kuwaiti delegation to the event, 
urged the delegates from Asia 
and Africa countries to enhance 
efforts to develop arrangements 
and guarantees to halt Israel’s 
recurrent violence and aggres-
sion against the Palestinian civil-
ians.

Participants in AALCO discus-
sions addressed a host of major 
topics, including Law of the Sea, 
the Israeli violation of interna-
tional law in Palestine, violent 
extremism, terrorism and cyber-
security laws.

The Kuwaiti delegation effec-
tively contributed to the delibera-
tions at the AALCO meeting 
especially on Palestine.

It also called for a resolution on 
Palestine that comprises funda-
mental issues such as urging more 
efforts by the international com-
munity on all levels to ensure 
calm and peace there, as well as 
providing humanitarian support 
and rebuilding the Palestinian 
economy, as priorities.

During the annual meeting, the 
nominee of Tanzanian govern-
ment and the African Union 
Professor Kennedy Gastron was 
elected AALCO’s Secretary 
General as the tenure of the cur-
rent chief Dr. Rahmat Mohamad 
expires in August 2016.

Following the historic Bandung 
Conference, Indonesia, April 
1955, the Asian Legal 
Consultative Committee (ALCC) 
was formed, November 1956 with 
India, Iraq, Japan, Egypt, Syria, 
Indonesia, Myanmar and Sri 
Lanka as the founding members.

It was renamed as the Asian-
African Legal Consultative 
Committee (AALCC) in 1958. 

Above: Some photos from the awarding ceremony.

Education Minister Al-Essa was the chief guest

Symposium held in cooperation with Gefont

‘Ministries complex project in northern areas still waiting for approval’

KUNA photos
Kuwait and the Maldives have signed an agreement aiming at developing and promoting 
bilateral cooperative relations and boosting two-way trade exchange. The agreement was 
signed by the Kuwaiti minister of trade and industry and the economic development min-
isters of the Maldives during the former’s visit to Male between May 18-19, the Ministry of 

Trade and Industry said in a press release on Friday. (KUNA)

ACI holds annual awards ceremony

KLU calls for ‘cancellation’ of
sponsorship system completely
KUWAIT CITY, May 21: Kuwait Labor 
Union (KLU) in a recent symposium 
held in cooperation with the General 
Federation of Nepali Trade Unions 
(Gefont) called for cancellation of the 
sponsorship system completely, reports 
Al-Qabas daily.

Member of the Executive Council and 
Deputy Director of Labor Information 
Institute Awad Al-Mutairi noted the 
sponsorship system contradicts interna-
tional labor standards and human rights 
conventions, paving the way for traffick-
ing in humans. 

Al-Mutairi lamented the sponsorship 
system grows strong despite the repeated 
promises by government to end the phe-
nomenon and long wait to see it come to 

pass.
He touched on the issue of domestic 

workers and called for their inclusion in 
labor laws. He wondered why 700,000 
expatriates living in a modern country 
would have illegal status despite issuing 
relevant laws in 2015 to establish an 
authority to organize the relationship 
between domestic workers and their 
employers. 

He indicated strong cooperation 
between the authority and countries that 
export laborers to Kuwait and cited a 
protocol of cooperation signed with 
Gefont years ago, hoping it’s the right 
step to fostering friendship between the 
two sides.

Municipality studying alternative site in south Amghara for housing expat workers

KUWAIT CITY, May 21: ACI-
Kuwait Chapter’s Annual Awards 
Banquet is a grand event during which 
the Chapter recognizes outstanding 
projects and individuals. Each year 
two honours are bestowed, the Award 
of Excellence and the Award of 
Achievement.

This year’s Awards Banquet was 
held at the Raddison Blu Hotel on 
17thMay, 2016. The Chief Guest was 
His Excellency, Dr. Bader Hamad 
Al-Essa, Minister of Education and 
Minister of Higher Education. The 
function was well attended by a num-
ber of distinguished personalities, the 
awardees, ACI-KC members and 
their spouses, representatives of 
Kuwait’s building and construction 
industries, and other guests. 

The proceedings of the evening 
were conducted by Aziz Mamuji, 
Director of the Chapter,and 
Chairperson of its Awards and 
Publication Committees. 

He welcomed the Chief Guest and 
all attendees, and called upon Dr. 
Moetaz El-Hawary, the President of 
ACI-Kuwait Chapter to address the 
audience. His Excellency The 
Minister of Education and Minister of 
Higher Education, Dr. Bader Al-Essa 
was then invited to address the gath-
ering. He thanked the Chapter for 
inviting him to the function and gave 

praise for the efforts being made to 
promote good construction and con-
crete related practices in Kuwait.

Thereafter, Aziz Mamuji briefly 
outlined ACI-Kuwait Chapter’s mis-
sion and activities; and explained the 
significance of Chapter’s Award of 
Excellence and Award of 
Achievement.

The Award of Excellence is pre-
sented to a project in recognition of its 
outstanding design using concrete, 
innovative architectural and structural 
design landmarks and high standards 
of construction.

The Award of Achievement is pre-
sented to an individual to recognize 
his or her long standing contribution 
towards advancing engineering edu-
cation, construction technology, con-
crete usage and practice, promoting 
architectural and general develop-
ment, or to a related area of expertise.

Aziz Mamuji then gave a brief pre-
sentation of the winning project; and 
introduced this year’s winner of the 
Award of Achievement.

Award of Excellence
The winner of ACI-KC Award of 

Excellence for 2015 was the new 
Headquarter for Kuwait Investment 
Authority.  KIA were presented with 
a trophy, plaque and certificate, which 
were collected on KIA’s behalf by 
Abdul Kareem Mohammed Al-Saeed, 

Director of Administrative, Financial 
and Personnel Affairs Department.

Plaques and certificates were also 
presented to Dr Abdul Aziz Sultan, 
President of KEO International 
Consultants, who designed and super-
vised the building; Talal Andraos 
who represented First United General 
Trading and Contracting Company, 
the main contractor; and Haytham Al 
Rifai, General Manager of Bubiyan 
Ready-Mix, the main concrete sup-
plier.

Award of Achievement
Award of Achievement for the 

2015 was given to Mohammed 
Abdulaziz Alshaya, for pioneering 
and promoting modern retail develop-
ment in the State of Kuwait and across 
the Middle East.

Alshaya is the Executive Chairman 
of M.H. Alshaya Company; Chairman 
Mabanee Company, the developers of 
The Avenues; and Chairman Al 
Shomoul Real Estate of Saudi Arabia. 
The award was collected on behalf of 
Mr. Alshaya by Ms. Shuaa Al-Qati, 
Communication Director of Mabanee 
Company.

The presentation ceremonies were 
followed by the taking of group pho-
tographs of all winners and ACI-KC 
Board Members; and the well-organ-
ised event ended with dinner.

KUWAIT CITY, May 21: Kuwait 
Municipality affirmed that it is 
studying an alternative site in south 
Amghara scrapyard area for hous-
ing expatriate workers after three 
authorities — Public Authority for 
Agricultural Affairs and Fish 
Resources (PAAAFR), Survey 
Department and Kuwait Oil 
Company — rejected the site that 

was selected initially, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily. 

In a letter to Ministry of Public 
Works, Kuwait Municipality 
revealed that there are some obsta-
cles which must be worked on 
before a representative of the min-
istry comes to receive the allocated 
land for housing expatriate work-
ers. 

Regarding the private schools 
complex project, it requested for 
services of the PAAAFR, 
Undersecretary of Ministry of 
Electricity and Water, Director of 
Survey Department, Undersecretary 
of Ministry of Public Works, 
Undersecretary of Ministry of 
Interior and Kuwait Oil Company 
for services in the present and 

future, indicating that the issue of 
its clash with the proposed road 
infrastructure has been referred to 
the Committee for Facilities and 
Services. 

Regarding the ministries com-
plex project for serving the north-
ern areas, Kuwait Municipality 
said it is still waiting for the 
approval.

 Prayer Timings
Fajr  ............................................... 03:21 
Sunrise .........................................  04:52
Zohr ..............................................  11:45
Asr ................................................. 15:20 
Maghrib  .......................................  18:37
Isha  ..............................................  20:06

Weather 
Expected weather for the next 

24 hours:
By Night: Fair with light to moder-

ate freshening gradually at times 
over coastal areas north westerly 
wind, with speed of 15-42 km/h. 

By Day: Hot with light to moder-
ate freshening gradually at times 
north westerly wind, with speed of 
15-45 km/h with a chance for blowing 
dust over some open areas.
Station Max  Min 
 Exp Rec
Kuwait City 39 28
Kuwait Airport  39 27
Abdaly 39 25
Bubyan 40 24
Jahra 40 25
Failaka Island 39 26
Salmiyah 36 28
Ahmadi  37 29
Juluiah Port 39 23
Qaroh Island 32 27
Umm Al-Maradem 34 28

4 days forecast - Weather
Sunday, May 22

Expected weather Hot + blowing dust 
over some open areas
Max Temp .................................41C
Min Temp ..................................27C
Wind Direction ........................... NW
Wind Speed ................... 15-45 km/h

Monday, May 23
Expected weather .......................Hot
Max Temp .................................43C
Min Temp ..................................27C
Wind Direction ...................NW-VRB
Wind Speed ................... 08-32 km/h

Tuesday, May 24
Expected weather Hot + blowing dust 
+ some clouds
Max Temp .................................44C
Min Temp ..................................28C
Wind Direction ........................S-NW
Wind Speed ................... 15-45 km/h

Wednesday, May 25
Expected weather .......................Hot
Max Temp .................................40C
Min Temp ..................................26C
Wind Direction ........................... NW
Wind Speed ................... 12-35 km/h

4 days forecast - Marine
Station Max Min Sea Today’s
 Exp Rec Surf Waves
  Ht Direction

South Dolphin 34 27 28 6ft SE
Umm Mudayrah 32 28 - 6ft SE
Beacon M28 - - - 6ft SE
Beacon N6 37 26 - 6ft SE
Qaruh Island 32 27 27 6ft SE
Umm Al-Maradem 34 28 - 6ft SE
Sea Island Buoy - - - - -
Salmiyah 36 28 - 6ft SE

Sunday, May 22
Expected weather Hot + blowing dust 
over some open areas
Sea state ............ Moderate to rough
Wave height .............................3-6 ft
Max Temp ................................. 41C
Min Temp .................................. 27C
Wind Direction ............................NW
Wind Speed ....................15-45 km/h

Monday, May 23
Expected weather ....................... Hot
Sea state ............ Slight to moderate
Wave height .............................1-3 ft
Max Temp ................................. 43C
Min Temp .................................. 27C
Wind Direction ................... NW-VRB
Wind Speed ....................08-32 km/h

Tuesday, May 24
Expected weather Hot + blowing dust 
+ some scattered clouds
Sea state ............ Moderate to rough
Wave height .............................3-7 ft
Max Temp ................................. 44C
Min Temp .................................. 28C
Wind Direction ........................ S-NW
Wind Speed ....................15-45 km/h

Wednesday, May 25
Expected weather ....................... Hot
Sea state ............ Slight to moderate
Wave height .............................2-4 ft

Max Temp ................................. 40C
Min Temp .................................. 26C
Wind Direction ............................NW
Wind Speed ....................12-35 km/h

Tide times at Shuwaikh 
Port

1st high tide: ............................00:45
2nd high tide: ...........................11:45
1st low tide: .............................06:16
2nd low tide: ............................19:00
Sunrise: ...................................04:52
Sunset: ....................................18:38

Recorded yesterday at 
Kuwait Airport

Max temp ................................... 38C
Min temp .................................... 29C
Max Rh ......................................23%
Min Rh .......................................08%
Max Wind ........................ N 64 km/h
Total Rainfall in 24 hrs ..........03 mm

Recorded yesterday at 
South Dolphin

Min/Max/ Air Temp ............... 29/34C
Min/Max Rel Hum .................22/43%
Wind Direction/Wind Speed ..... N/65 
km/h
Prev Wave Dir/Max Wave Ht .. N/3 ft
Min/Max Sea Surface Temp 28/29 C
Sea Current ...................... Upwelling

— Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation, Meteorological Dept.

deaths
Adel Yousuf Abdulwahab Al-Yousuf, 55 years old, buried. Condolences: 
(men) Al-Qosour, Block 2, Street 16, House 19, (women) Khitan, Block 15, 
Street 5, House 47, Tel: 98816999/55665340.Fahd Fraih Al-Mehaisen 
Al-Habashi, 63 years old, buried. Condolences: (men) Old Jahra, Bolck 2, 
Street 9, Diwan Al-Habashi, at the Back of the Fire Station, (Women) Old 
Jahra, Block 2, Street 9, Avenue 2, House 39, Tel: 66024545. Jasem 
Mohammad Omar Al-Dowaish, 64 years old, buried. Condolences: 
(men) Khalediya, Block 4, Street 44, House 14, (women) Khalediya, Block 
4, Street 44, House 8, Tel: 99833393/99526868. Hessa Abdullah Rashed 
Al-Ejewah, 88 years old, widow of Abdullah Jasem Al-Shehab, buried. 
Condolences: (men) Abdullah Al-Salem, Bolck 2, Diwan Abdullah gasem 
Al-Shehab, (women) Abdullah Al-Salem, block 2, Homoud Al-Nesf Street 
Avenue 20, House 16, Tel: 69901111/99285555/22540136. Thewaini 
Meshal Thewaini Al-Khaledi, 49 years old, will be buried on Sunday 
afternoon. Condolences: (men) Rabiya, Block 1, Street 41, House 59, 
(women) Rabiya, Block 1, Street 41, House 39, Tel: 99410002/97922262. 
Nasser Abdullah Nasser Al-Hajri, 38 years old, will be buried on Monday 
afternoon. Condolences: (men) Yarmouk, Block 4, Street 1, Diwan 
Al-Mansouri opposite to the Airport Road, (women) Surra, Block 5, Street 
4, House 48, 99022388. Nawal Rashed Rashed Mubarak, 61 years old, 
widow of Mubarak Hazah Jadaan Al-Mutairi, will be buried on Sunday at 
9:00 am. Condolences: (men) only in the grave yards, (women) Rehab, 
Block 2, Street 25, House 15, Tel: 67031418/66642682.
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Authority keen on
recruiting qualified
expatriates workers
KUWAIT CITY, May 22: Act-
ing Director of Public Authority 
for Manpower Ahmad Al-Musa 
disclosed that approximately 1.6 
million expatriates from different 
nationalities are currently work-
ing in private sector, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

He explained the figure con-
stitutes 1,450,000 male and 
140,000 female. He denied that 
Public Authority for Manpower 
intends to reduce the number 
of expatriates in the country, 
noting the sector is keen on 
recruiting qualified and experi-
enced workers according to the 
market need.

Meanwhile Al-Musa pointed 
to a decision preventing the 
recruitment of workers who 
are 60 years old and above un-
less the profession is rare and 
requires many years of experi-
ence. He noted 314,000 work 
permits were issued in 2015, 
in addition to 41,000 final can-
cellations for departure, while 
241,000 work permits were 
transferred within private sec-
tor during the period.

He stressed the new executive 
decree for evaluating the market 
will be activated soon. 

CTC approves contracts for KOC to provide travel services to staff

MEW notifies 20 governmental authorities to utilize their buildings
KUWAIT CITY, May 22:  The Ministry 
of Electricity and Water (MEW) has noti-
fied 20 governmental authorities about its 
intention to utilize their buildings, which 
are located in various governorates, for 
the implementation of the general plan to 
use renewal energy in the production of 
electricity, reports Al-Qabas daily quoting 
sources.

Sources disclosed a subcommittee 

under the Commission on Renewable 
Energy Sources, headed by Minister of 
Electricity and Water Ahmad Al-Jasar, 
has taken the initiative to contact different 
governmental authorities; some of which 
have initially agreed to participate in the 
execution of the plan.

Sources explained the ministry will use 
the roofs of the chosen buildings for the 
installation of solar cells and panels to 

generate electricity, in a bid to achieve the 
target of 15 percent electricity production 
through renewal energy by the beginning 
of 2030.

In another development, sources said 
the ministry has started taking the neces-
sary procedures for the construction of 
six new storage houses in Subhan at an 
estimated total cost of more than KD 12 
million.  Sources confirmed the contractor 

is currently doing the digging process to 
pave way for the construction of the stor-
age houses soon.

Meanwhile, the Central Tenders Commit-
tee (CTC) has approved two contracts for 
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) for providing 
travel services to its employees and the reno-
vation and maintenance works in Ahmadi 
Hospital at a total cost of KD 25 million, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily quoting sources.

Sources revealed one of the contracts 
states renewal of the previous agreement 
signed with Kuwait Airways Corpora-
tion (KAC) to provide travel services for 
KOC employees at a cost of KD 12 mil-
lion within three years.  Sources said the 
contract stipulates various services such 
as booking return tickets for the executive 
officials, workers and those granted train-
ing scholarships. 

Sources added the other contract is for 
the Public Services Company to carry 
out maintenance and renovation works 
in Ahmadi Hospital at a cost of KD 13.2 
million.  Sources went on to say the con-
tract covers the replacement of dilapidat-
ed equipment, x-ray machines and other 
medical examination gadgets; in addition 
to the renovation and maintenance works 
in some parts of the hospital. 

KUNA photo
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim with IPU President Saber Chowdhury.

KUNA photo
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah met on Sunday with US Ambassador to Kuwait Douglas Silliman, discussing with 
him issues of mutual interest. During the meeting, Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled stressed the strong relations linking Kuwait and the US, a statement by the General 
Department of Relations and Security Media said. On his part, US Ambassador Silliman 

expressed appreciation for Kuwait’s role in supporting peace and security in the region.

Bureaucracy linked to hike in prices of fish
KUWAIT CITY, May 22: The bureaucratic 
routine associated with basic procedures for 
obtaining authorization to import fish into 
the country has led to hike in prices of fish 
and low supply in the markets, especially 
due to delay in arrival of consignments and 
trucks returning to the source of import, re-
ports Al-Rai daily.

Officials from the companies that im-
port fish urges the Fish Resources Depart-
ment to break routine associated with the 
issuance of permits for importing fish, by 
reducing the duration from six months 
to three months. They also pleaded with 

government to increase the validity pe-
riod of permits to three months instead of 
one month. 

A source noted bureaucracy the import-
ers face before they are able to obtain per-
mits causes series of problems, including 
the cancellation of trucks that do not have 
permits to transport fish. 

He also said importers are required to 
secure permit for each variety of fish; 
shrimps, tilapia, qubqub, salmon and oth-
ers. They also obtain different permits 
for types of fish imported from different 
countries.

Al-Ghanim receives IPU chief

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanim received visiting President of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Saber 
Chowdhury.

The meeting tackled means of promoting 

parliamentary ties and shed light on the lat-
est regional and international development.

The meeting was attended by MPs Faisal 
Al-Shaye, Dr Khalil Abul, Madi Al-Hajri and 
Kamil Al-Awadi. (KUNA)
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Prayer Timings
Fajr ...............................................03:21
Sunrise .........................................04:52
Dohr ..............................................11:45
Asr ................................................15:20
Maghreb .......................................18:37
Isha ...............................................20:06

Weather
Expected weather for the next 24 hours:
By Night: Fair with light to moderate north 

westerly wind, with speed of 12-35 km/h.
By Day: Hot with light to moderate fresh-

ening gradually at times north westerly wind, 
with speed of 15-45 km/h with a chance for 
blowing dust over open areas.
Station Max  Min
 Exp Rec
Kuwait City 39 28
Kuwait Airport  40 23
Abdaly 39 23
Bubyan 40 25
Jahra 40 26
Failaka Island 39 25
Salmiyah 36 28
Ahmadi  37 29
Jalaliyah 39 24
Qaroh Island 32 28
Umm Al-Maradem 34 28

4 days forecast – Weather
Monday, May 23

Expected weather ........................................Hot
Max Temp .................................................. 42C
Min Temp ................................................... 26C
Wind Direction ..................................NW-VRB
Wind Speed .................................... 08-30 km/h

Tuesday, May 24
Expected weather ...................Hot + rising dust
Max Temp .................................................. 44C
Min Temp ................................................... 28C
Wind Direction ........................................S-NW
Wind Speed .................................... 20-45 km/h

Wednesday, May 25
Expected weather Temperature will decrease + 
chance for dust
Max Temp .................................................. 38C
Min Temp ................................................... 25C
Wind Direction ........................................... NW
Wind Speed .................................... 20-45 km/h

Thursday, May 26
Expected weather ....................... Relatively hot
Max Temp .................................................. 39C
Min Temp ................................................... 25C
Wind Direction ........................................... NW
Wind Speed .................................... 15-40 km/h

Marine Forecast
Station Max Min Sea Today’s
 Exp Rec Surf Waves
 Ht    Direction
South Dolphin 34 27 28 6 ft SE
Umm Mudayrah 32 28 - 6 ft SE
Beacon M28 - - - 6 ft SE
Beacon N6 37 26 - 6 ft SE
Qaruh Island 32 28 26 6 ft SE

Umm Al-Maradim 34 28 - 6 ft SE
Sea Island Buo - - - - -
Salmiyah 36 28 - 6 ft SE

4 days forecast - Marine
Monday, May 23

Expected weather ........................................Hot
Sea state .............................. Slight to moderate
Wave height ............................................. 1-3 ft
Max Temp .................................................. 42C
Min Temp ................................................... 26C
Wind Direction ..................................NW-VRB
Wind Speed .................................... 08-30 km/h

Tuesday, May 24
Expected weather ...................Hot + rising dust
Sea state .............................. Moderate to rough
Wave height ............................................. 3-6 ft
Max Temp .................................................. 44C
Min Temp ................................................... 28C
Wind Direction ........................................S-NW
Wind Speed .................................... 20-45 km/h

Wednesday, May 25
Expected weather Temperature will decrease + 
chance for dust
Sea state .............................. Moderate to rough
Wave height ............................................. 3-6 ft
Max Temp .................................................. 38C
Min Temp ................................................... 25C
Wind Direction ........................................... NW
Wind Speed .................................... 20-45 km/h

Thursday, May 26
Expected weather ....................... Relatively hot
Sea state .............................. Slight to moderate
Wave height ............................................. 2-5 ft
Max Temp .................................................. 39C

Min Temp ................................................... 25C
Wind Direction ........................................... NW
Wind Speed .................................... 15-40 km/h

Tide times at Shuwaikh 
Port

1st high tide: .............................................11:45
2nd high tide: ...........................................01:30
1st low tide: ..............................................19:00
2nd low tide: ............................................06:45
Sunrise: ....................................................04:52
Sunset: ......................................................18:37

Recorded yesterday at 
Kuwait Airport

Max temp ................................................... 39C
Min temp .................................................... 27C
Max Rh.......................................................23%
Min Rh .......................................................08%
Max Wind ........................................N 60 km/h
Total Rainfall in 24 hrs ..........................00 mm

Recorded yesterday at 
South Dolphin

Min/Max/ Air Temp .............................. 27/34C
Min/Max Rel Hum ................................20/50%
Wind Direction/Wind Speed ............N/58 km/h
Prev Wave Dir/Max Wave Ht ..................N/4 ft
Min/Max Sea Surface Temp ................ 28/28 C
Sea Current .......................................Upwelling
— Directorate General of Civil Aviation, Me-
teorological Dept.

Aisha Abdulkareem Abdullah Al-Azaz, 73 years old, Widow of Ali 
Mansour Al-Huzail, buried. Condolences: (Men) Al-Salaam, Block 
3, St 319, house 18, (Women) Hetein, Block 4, St. 422, House 7, Tel. 
69991994/99904346. Mohammad Hajaj Mubarak Dahoum Al-Azmi, 88 
years old, buried. Condolences: Sabah Al-Salem, Block 12, First street, 
House 15, Tel. 98069997/99999822. Anhar Hassan Atiya, 73 years 
old, Widow of, Mohammad Ahmad Al-jalahmah, buried. Condolences: 
(Men) Hettein, Block 4, St. 421, House 6, (Women) Hettein, Block 4, St. 
413, House 8, Tel. 55981940/99589552. Noura Abdulkareem Rashed 
Al-Dhaher, 73 years old, Widow of Abdullah Sultan Al-Kandari, Buried. 
Condolences: (Men) Al-Shaab Diwan Al-kanaderah, (Women) Al-Qosour, 
Block 7, St. 32, House 5, Tel. 90949012/55198871. Daiha sari Moham-
mad Al-Khera Al-mutairi, 76 years old, Widow of Abdullah Mashe’e 
Muhsen Al-Kheira Al-Mutairi, Buried. Condolences: Reqa, Block 6, St. 
6, House 48, Tel. 51514511/99991703. Safar Me’ejeb Saad Al-Ajmi, 63 
years old, buried. Condolences: (Men) Abo Heleifa, Block 2, Abdulmuh-
sen Al-De’eij St. House 3, Opposite to the Citizen Service, (Women) Abo 
Heleifa, Block 2, Kaad Ben Zuhair St. house 12, Tel. 65888500. Taiba 
Mohammad Al-Meir, 90 years old, Widow of Yusuf Ali Mohammad Al-
Ali, to be buried Monday at 9 am. Condolences: (Men) Al-Shamiya, Block 
9, St. 91, House 1, Diwan Al-Rowaih, (Women) Zahraa, Block 2, St.227, 
House 7, Tel. 99578091/99618545. Abdullah Yusuf Saleh Al-Naham, 
54 years old, To be buried Monday at 9 am. Condolences: (Men) South of 
Surra, Zahraa, Block 6, St. 606, House 50, (Women) Al-Adan, Block 2, St. 
16, House 2, Tel. 99006980/67007017.

deaths
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Panel rejects government’s offer to
amend the Experts Law No. 40/1980

Request to lift immunity of MP Al-Shimiri rejected

By Abubakar A. Ibrahim
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 
22: The parliamentary 
Legislative and Legal 
Affairs Committee on 
Sunday rejected the 
government’s proposal 
to amend the Experts 
Law No. 40/1980. 

Committee Rapporteur MP 
Ahmed Al-Qudaibi clarified 
that the version of the law, 
which was approved in the 
first reading, shall remain as it 
is since the panel has rejected 
the amendments suggested by 
the government.

He added the committee also 
rejected the request of the Pub-
lic Prosecution to lift the immu-
nity of MP Sultan Al-Shimiri in a 
misdemeanor case.

Moreover, he confirmed the 
committee agreed to amend some 
provisions of Law No. 112/2013 
on the establishment of a public 
authority for Meanwhile, MP 
Hamdan Al-Azmi called for 
the intervention of First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khalid to rescind a decision on 
stopping the issuance of Saudi 
Arabian visas to Bedouns who 
hold Article 17 passports in order 
to allow them to perform Umrah 
and Hajj rites this year.

He said an official source from 
the Saudi Arabian Embassy in 
Kuwait confirmed the suspension 
of issuing Umrah visas for cer-
tain categories of pilgrims whose 
nationality is unidentified. He 
disclosed the source stressed that 
the decision is temporary and 
visa issuance for these categories 
will resume soon.

He explained the decision was 
taken in January and nearly five 
months have passed since then, 
so he pleaded for the interven-
tion of Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid 
considering the holy month of 
Ramadan is fast approaching.

In another development, the 
Priorities Committee has post-
poned deliberations on the evalu-
ation of the performance of gov-
ernment agencies in terms of the 
implementation of the develop-
ment plan as it is still waiting for 
the report of the Supreme Coun-
cil for Planning. 

Rapporteur of the committee 
MP Ahmad Lari said they met 
Minister of Social Affairs and 
Labor and Minister of State for 
Planning and Development Hind 
Al-Sabeeh and Secretary General 
of the Supreme Council for Plan-
ning and Development Dr Kha-
lid Al-Mahdi on Sunday. They 
talked about the development 
plan and evaluation of the per-
formance of various government 
agencies.

He clarified the Council of 
Ministers on Monday will look 
into the report of the Supreme 
Council for Planning on the as-
sessment of the performance of 
various institutions.

Photos from the event

Shape inspired by traditional Arab dhows

Iconic KIA headquarters wins
ACI Kwt Award of Excellence
KUWAIT CITY, May 22: The Ku-
wait Investment Authority (KIA) 
Headquarters, one of Kuwait’s most 
iconic architectural statements, has 
been awarded the American Concrete 
Institute (ACI) — Kuwait Chap-
ter, Award of Excellence. The ACI 
Awards program provides a platform 
to recognize projects at the forefront 
of innovation and technology, and 
showcases these projects to inspire 
excellence in concrete design and 
construction around the world.

The ACI Kuwait Chapter awards 
ceremony was held under the pa-
tronage of His Excellency the Min-
ister of Education and Minister of 
Higher Education, Dr Bader Al-
Essa, and took place on May 17, at 
the Abdul Hussain Marafie Grand 
Ballroom at the Radisson Blu Hotel. 
The coveted awards were presented 
to the entire project team – KIA (cli-

ent), KEO International Consultants 
(design and supervision), First Unit-
ed General Trading & Contracting 
(main contractor) and finally to the 
concrete suppliers, Bubiyan Ready 
Mix Co W.L.L.

The Headquarters concept was 
awarded to KEO as part of an inter-
national design competition held in 
2007. Construction on the project be-
gan in 2013 and is due to be complet-
ed by the end of 2016.  Structures for 
the project were significantly com-
pleted in the summer of 2015.

“This building demonstrates the 
result of close collaboration between 
structure and architecture to achieve 
a world class iconic design,” ex-
plains David Ross, Head of Struc-
tural Engineering, KEO Kuwait. The 
architecture and structure for the 
iconic 220-meter tower are closely 
intertwined. The architectural vision 

for the office tower was to achieve 
clear open spaces internally, and to 
have large clear spans over the atrium 
openings on the facades. The result 
was a structure with only 4 internal 
columns arranged on the corners of 
the atria, and Vierendeel trusses span-
ning over the massive façade open-
ings. The shapes of the podium build-
ing were inspired by traditional Arab 
dhows, and were constructed by tak-
ing advantage of the inherent ability 
of reinforced concrete to be sculpted 
to suit the dramatic architectural pro-
files.

KEO has been a leading consultan-
cy in the region for over 50 years. For 
2016, KEO ranks as the largest Archi-
tectural Firm in the Middle East (BD 
World) and also ranks #11 in ENR’s 
annual listing of ‘Non-US firms in In-
ternational Construction Management 
and Program Management’. 
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Arab ‘cooperation’ vital for region
to face critical conditions: Kuwait

Kuwait’s team to AALCO urges further support to Palestinian cause
LONDON, May 21, 
(KUNA): The Arab 
region is going through 
critical and painful 
conditions so coopera-
tion of all Arab is need-
ed to face these condi-
tions, said Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to Britain 
Khaled Al-Duwaisan.

Al-Duwaisan, also Dean of 
Arab and Foreign Diplomatic 
Corps, made the statement on 
Friday to KUNA after spon-
soring an honoring ceremony 
of some 31 Arab diplomats 
who finished a training pro-
gram organized by Arab 
League Secretariat in the 
British capital.

The league plays a vital role in 
coordinating stances of member 
states pertaining to the major 
causes, he said.

He expressed his gratitude to 
the League’s Assistant Secretary 
General for Financial and 
Administrative Affairs Adnan 
AlKhudair for organizing such 
programs outside the league’s 
headquarters.

Meanwhile, Al-Khudair said 
the program which features about 
31 Arab diplomats was successful 
and achieved several goals, main-
ly enhancing communications 
between the league’s mission in 
London and Arab embassies.

The secretariat will organize 
some workshops and seminars 
related to Arab citizens living in 
London and embassies’ employ-
ees of Arab countries in several 
fields, he added.

In the program, participants got 
acquainted with several key issues 
and dossiers such as the history of 
the Arab League and the Arab-
Israeli conflict, he noted.

They studied the role of Arab 
League Council, mechanisms of 
taking resolutions and following 
up implementing them, activities 
of Arab specialized organizations 
and the goals of league’s missions 
and offices overseas, he said.

Conclusion
At the conclusion of the cere-

mony, Al-Khudair granted 
Al-Duwaisan a souvenir. 

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti dele-
gation to the 55th annual meeting 
of the Asian -African Legal 
Consultative Organization 
(AALCO) on Friday urged more 
support to the Palestinian cause.

The five-day AALCO conclud-
ed sessions in New Delhi on 
Friday. Addressing the final ses-
sion, Chairman of the Appeals 
Chamber in Kuwait’s Ministry of 
Justice Counselor Ali Musaed 
Al-Dhabibi called for taking into 
consideration the latest develop-
ments in Palestine.

Al-Dhabibi, who led the 
Kuwaiti delegation to the event, 
urged the delegates from Asia 
and Africa countries to enhance 
efforts to develop arrangements 
and guarantees to halt Israel’s 
recurrent violence and aggres-
sion against the Palestinian civil-
ians.

Participants in AALCO discus-
sions addressed a host of major 
topics, including Law of the Sea, 
the Israeli violation of interna-
tional law in Palestine, violent 
extremism, terrorism and cyber-
security laws.

The Kuwaiti delegation effec-
tively contributed to the delibera-
tions at the AALCO meeting 
especially on Palestine.

It also called for a resolution on 
Palestine that comprises funda-
mental issues such as urging more 
efforts by the international com-
munity on all levels to ensure 
calm and peace there, as well as 
providing humanitarian support 
and rebuilding the Palestinian 
economy, as priorities.

During the annual meeting, the 
nominee of Tanzanian govern-
ment and the African Union 
Professor Kennedy Gastron was 
elected AALCO’s Secretary 
General as the tenure of the cur-
rent chief Dr. Rahmat Mohamad 
expires in August 2016.

Following the historic Bandung 
Conference, Indonesia, April 
1955, the Asian Legal 
Consultative Committee (ALCC) 
was formed, November 1956 with 
India, Iraq, Japan, Egypt, Syria, 
Indonesia, Myanmar and Sri 
Lanka as the founding members.

It was renamed as the Asian-
African Legal Consultative 
Committee (AALCC) in 1958. 

Above: Some photos from the awarding ceremony.

Education Minister Al-Essa was the chief guest

Symposium held in cooperation with Gefont

‘Ministries complex project in northern areas still waiting for approval’

KUNA photos
Kuwait and the Maldives have signed an agreement aiming at developing and promoting 
bilateral cooperative relations and boosting two-way trade exchange. The agreement was 
signed by the Kuwaiti minister of trade and industry and the economic development min-
isters of the Maldives during the former’s visit to Male between May 18-19, the Ministry of 

Trade and Industry said in a press release on Friday. (KUNA)

ACI holds annual awards ceremony

KLU calls for ‘cancellation’ of
sponsorship system completely
KUWAIT CITY, May 21: Kuwait Labor 
Union (KLU) in a recent symposium 
held in cooperation with the General 
Federation of Nepali Trade Unions 
(Gefont) called for cancellation of the 
sponsorship system completely, reports 
Al-Qabas daily.

Member of the Executive Council and 
Deputy Director of Labor Information 
Institute Awad Al-Mutairi noted the 
sponsorship system contradicts interna-
tional labor standards and human rights 
conventions, paving the way for traffick-
ing in humans. 

Al-Mutairi lamented the sponsorship 
system grows strong despite the repeated 
promises by government to end the phe-
nomenon and long wait to see it come to 

pass.
He touched on the issue of domestic 

workers and called for their inclusion in 
labor laws. He wondered why 700,000 
expatriates living in a modern country 
would have illegal status despite issuing 
relevant laws in 2015 to establish an 
authority to organize the relationship 
between domestic workers and their 
employers. 

He indicated strong cooperation 
between the authority and countries that 
export laborers to Kuwait and cited a 
protocol of cooperation signed with 
Gefont years ago, hoping it’s the right 
step to fostering friendship between the 
two sides.

Municipality studying alternative site in south Amghara for housing expat workers

KUWAIT CITY, May 21: ACI-
Kuwait Chapter’s Annual Awards 
Banquet is a grand event during which 
the Chapter recognizes outstanding 
projects and individuals. Each year 
two honours are bestowed, the Award 
of Excellence and the Award of 
Achievement.

This year’s Awards Banquet was 
held at the Raddison Blu Hotel on 
17thMay, 2016. The Chief Guest was 
His Excellency, Dr. Bader Hamad 
Al-Essa, Minister of Education and 
Minister of Higher Education. The 
function was well attended by a num-
ber of distinguished personalities, the 
awardees, ACI-KC members and 
their spouses, representatives of 
Kuwait’s building and construction 
industries, and other guests. 

The proceedings of the evening 
were conducted by Aziz Mamuji, 
Director of the Chapter,and 
Chairperson of its Awards and 
Publication Committees. 

He welcomed the Chief Guest and 
all attendees, and called upon Dr. 
Moetaz El-Hawary, the President of 
ACI-Kuwait Chapter to address the 
audience. His Excellency The 
Minister of Education and Minister of 
Higher Education, Dr. Bader Al-Essa 
was then invited to address the gath-
ering. He thanked the Chapter for 
inviting him to the function and gave 

praise for the efforts being made to 
promote good construction and con-
crete related practices in Kuwait.

Thereafter, Aziz Mamuji briefly 
outlined ACI-Kuwait Chapter’s mis-
sion and activities; and explained the 
significance of Chapter’s Award of 
Excellence and Award of 
Achievement.

The Award of Excellence is pre-
sented to a project in recognition of its 
outstanding design using concrete, 
innovative architectural and structural 
design landmarks and high standards 
of construction.

The Award of Achievement is pre-
sented to an individual to recognize 
his or her long standing contribution 
towards advancing engineering edu-
cation, construction technology, con-
crete usage and practice, promoting 
architectural and general develop-
ment, or to a related area of expertise.

Aziz Mamuji then gave a brief pre-
sentation of the winning project; and 
introduced this year’s winner of the 
Award of Achievement.

Award of Excellence
The winner of ACI-KC Award of 

Excellence for 2015 was the new 
Headquarter for Kuwait Investment 
Authority.  KIA were presented with 
a trophy, plaque and certificate, which 
were collected on KIA’s behalf by 
Abdul Kareem Mohammed Al-Saeed, 

Director of Administrative, Financial 
and Personnel Affairs Department.

Plaques and certificates were also 
presented to Dr Abdul Aziz Sultan, 
President of KEO International 
Consultants, who designed and super-
vised the building; Talal Andraos 
who represented First United General 
Trading and Contracting Company, 
the main contractor; and Haytham Al 
Rifai, General Manager of Bubiyan 
Ready-Mix, the main concrete sup-
plier.

Award of Achievement
Award of Achievement for the 

2015 was given to Mohammed 
Abdulaziz Alshaya, for pioneering 
and promoting modern retail develop-
ment in the State of Kuwait and across 
the Middle East.

Alshaya is the Executive Chairman 
of M.H. Alshaya Company; Chairman 
Mabanee Company, the developers of 
The Avenues; and Chairman Al 
Shomoul Real Estate of Saudi Arabia. 
The award was collected on behalf of 
Mr. Alshaya by Ms. Shuaa Al-Qati, 
Communication Director of Mabanee 
Company.

The presentation ceremonies were 
followed by the taking of group pho-
tographs of all winners and ACI-KC 
Board Members; and the well-organ-
ised event ended with dinner.

KUWAIT CITY, May 21: Kuwait 
Municipality affirmed that it is 
studying an alternative site in south 
Amghara scrapyard area for hous-
ing expatriate workers after three 
authorities — Public Authority for 
Agricultural Affairs and Fish 
Resources (PAAAFR), Survey 
Department and Kuwait Oil 
Company — rejected the site that 

was selected initially, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily. 

In a letter to Ministry of Public 
Works, Kuwait Municipality 
revealed that there are some obsta-
cles which must be worked on 
before a representative of the min-
istry comes to receive the allocated 
land for housing expatriate work-
ers. 

Regarding the private schools 
complex project, it requested for 
services of the PAAAFR, 
Undersecretary of Ministry of 
Electricity and Water, Director of 
Survey Department, Undersecretary 
of Ministry of Public Works, 
Undersecretary of Ministry of 
Interior and Kuwait Oil Company 
for services in the present and 

future, indicating that the issue of 
its clash with the proposed road 
infrastructure has been referred to 
the Committee for Facilities and 
Services. 

Regarding the ministries com-
plex project for serving the north-
ern areas, Kuwait Municipality 
said it is still waiting for the 
approval.

 Prayer Timings
Fajr  ............................................... 03:21 
Sunrise .........................................  04:52
Zohr ..............................................  11:45
Asr ................................................. 15:20 
Maghrib  .......................................  18:37
Isha  ..............................................  20:06

Weather 
Expected weather for the next 

24 hours:
By Night: Fair with light to moder-

ate freshening gradually at times 
over coastal areas north westerly 
wind, with speed of 15-42 km/h. 

By Day: Hot with light to moder-
ate freshening gradually at times 
north westerly wind, with speed of 
15-45 km/h with a chance for blowing 
dust over some open areas.
Station Max  Min 
 Exp Rec
Kuwait City 39 28
Kuwait Airport  39 27
Abdaly 39 25
Bubyan 40 24
Jahra 40 25
Failaka Island 39 26
Salmiyah 36 28
Ahmadi  37 29
Juluiah Port 39 23
Qaroh Island 32 27
Umm Al-Maradem 34 28

4 days forecast - Weather
Sunday, May 22

Expected weather Hot + blowing dust 
over some open areas
Max Temp .................................41C
Min Temp ..................................27C
Wind Direction ........................... NW
Wind Speed ................... 15-45 km/h

Monday, May 23
Expected weather .......................Hot
Max Temp .................................43C
Min Temp ..................................27C
Wind Direction ...................NW-VRB
Wind Speed ................... 08-32 km/h

Tuesday, May 24
Expected weather Hot + blowing dust 
+ some clouds
Max Temp .................................44C
Min Temp ..................................28C
Wind Direction ........................S-NW
Wind Speed ................... 15-45 km/h

Wednesday, May 25
Expected weather .......................Hot
Max Temp .................................40C
Min Temp ..................................26C
Wind Direction ........................... NW
Wind Speed ................... 12-35 km/h

4 days forecast - Marine
Station Max Min Sea Today’s
 Exp Rec Surf Waves
  Ht Direction

South Dolphin 34 27 28 6ft SE
Umm Mudayrah 32 28 - 6ft SE
Beacon M28 - - - 6ft SE
Beacon N6 37 26 - 6ft SE
Qaruh Island 32 27 27 6ft SE
Umm Al-Maradem 34 28 - 6ft SE
Sea Island Buoy - - - - -
Salmiyah 36 28 - 6ft SE

Sunday, May 22
Expected weather Hot + blowing dust 
over some open areas
Sea state ............ Moderate to rough
Wave height .............................3-6 ft
Max Temp ................................. 41C
Min Temp .................................. 27C
Wind Direction ............................NW
Wind Speed ....................15-45 km/h

Monday, May 23
Expected weather ....................... Hot
Sea state ............ Slight to moderate
Wave height .............................1-3 ft
Max Temp ................................. 43C
Min Temp .................................. 27C
Wind Direction ................... NW-VRB
Wind Speed ....................08-32 km/h

Tuesday, May 24
Expected weather Hot + blowing dust 
+ some scattered clouds
Sea state ............ Moderate to rough
Wave height .............................3-7 ft
Max Temp ................................. 44C
Min Temp .................................. 28C
Wind Direction ........................ S-NW
Wind Speed ....................15-45 km/h

Wednesday, May 25
Expected weather ....................... Hot
Sea state ............ Slight to moderate
Wave height .............................2-4 ft

Max Temp ................................. 40C
Min Temp .................................. 26C
Wind Direction ............................NW
Wind Speed ....................12-35 km/h

Tide times at Shuwaikh 
Port

1st high tide: ............................00:45
2nd high tide: ...........................11:45
1st low tide: .............................06:16
2nd low tide: ............................19:00
Sunrise: ...................................04:52
Sunset: ....................................18:38

Recorded yesterday at 
Kuwait Airport

Max temp ................................... 38C
Min temp .................................... 29C
Max Rh ......................................23%
Min Rh .......................................08%
Max Wind ........................ N 64 km/h
Total Rainfall in 24 hrs ..........03 mm

Recorded yesterday at 
South Dolphin

Min/Max/ Air Temp ............... 29/34C
Min/Max Rel Hum .................22/43%
Wind Direction/Wind Speed ..... N/65 
km/h
Prev Wave Dir/Max Wave Ht .. N/3 ft
Min/Max Sea Surface Temp 28/29 C
Sea Current ...................... Upwelling

— Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation, Meteorological Dept.

deaths
Adel Yousuf Abdulwahab Al-Yousuf, 55 years old, buried. Condolences: 
(men) Al-Qosour, Block 2, Street 16, House 19, (women) Khitan, Block 15, 
Street 5, House 47, Tel: 98816999/55665340.Fahd Fraih Al-Mehaisen 
Al-Habashi, 63 years old, buried. Condolences: (men) Old Jahra, Bolck 2, 
Street 9, Diwan Al-Habashi, at the Back of the Fire Station, (Women) Old 
Jahra, Block 2, Street 9, Avenue 2, House 39, Tel: 66024545. Jasem 
Mohammad Omar Al-Dowaish, 64 years old, buried. Condolences: 
(men) Khalediya, Block 4, Street 44, House 14, (women) Khalediya, Block 
4, Street 44, House 8, Tel: 99833393/99526868. Hessa Abdullah Rashed 
Al-Ejewah, 88 years old, widow of Abdullah Jasem Al-Shehab, buried. 
Condolences: (men) Abdullah Al-Salem, Bolck 2, Diwan Abdullah gasem 
Al-Shehab, (women) Abdullah Al-Salem, block 2, Homoud Al-Nesf Street 
Avenue 20, House 16, Tel: 69901111/99285555/22540136. Thewaini 
Meshal Thewaini Al-Khaledi, 49 years old, will be buried on Sunday 
afternoon. Condolences: (men) Rabiya, Block 1, Street 41, House 59, 
(women) Rabiya, Block 1, Street 41, House 39, Tel: 99410002/97922262. 
Nasser Abdullah Nasser Al-Hajri, 38 years old, will be buried on Monday 
afternoon. Condolences: (men) Yarmouk, Block 4, Street 1, Diwan 
Al-Mansouri opposite to the Airport Road, (women) Surra, Block 5, Street 
4, House 48, 99022388. Nawal Rashed Rashed Mubarak, 61 years old, 
widow of Mubarak Hazah Jadaan Al-Mutairi, will be buried on Sunday at 
9:00 am. Condolences: (men) only in the grave yards, (women) Rehab, 
Block 2, Street 25, House 15, Tel: 67031418/66642682.
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ACI-KC appreciate the support of various Organizations, Consultants and 
Companies in Kuwait

.  Sponsors



Cover picture: Concrete Pouring




